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Alimony in New Jersey

Types of Alimony in New Jersey

Open Durational Alimony1.
Typically awarded in long-term marriages (20 years or
more).
No predetermined end date, but modifications can occur
based on significant changes and circumstances.

  2. Limited Duration Alimony
Granted for shorter-term marriages.
Ends after a specified period

  3. Rehabilitative Alimony
Intended to help the recipient become self-sufficient (e.g.,
through education or training).
Requires a clear and detailed written plan for achieving
financial independence.

  4. Reimbursement Alimony
Compensates one spouse for financial contributions made
toward the other spouse’s education, training, or career
advancement.
Often applicable in situations where one spouse supported
the other’s professional growth during the marriage.

  5. Pendente Lite Alimony (pending the divorce)
Temporary support provided during the divorce process.
Ends when the final divorce decree is issued and is replaced
by other forms of alimony if applicable as provided for in a
marital settlement agreement or as ordered by the court.

Alimony, or spousal support, is a court-ordered financial payment from
one spouse to the other during or after divorce proceedings. In New

Jersey, alimony is designed to help the financially disadvantaged spouse
maintain a lifestyle similar to that enjoyed during the marriage. This

guide provides an overview of the types of alimony, factors considered
by courts, and the process in New Jersey.
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Factors Considered for Alimony in New Jersey

 Length of the Marriage1.
Longer marriages are more likely to result in open
durational or limited duration alimony.

  2. Age and Health of Both Parties
Physical and emotional well-being can affect the ability to
work and financial independence.

  3. Earning Capacity and Educational Background
The court assesses the earning potential, education, and
work history of both spouses.

  4. Parental Responsibilities
The impact of childcare responsibilities on the ability to
earn income.

  5. Standard of Living During the Marriage
Alimony aims to maintain a comparable lifestyle for both
parties post-divorce.

  6. Financial Needs and Obligations
The court evaluates each spouse’s financial situation,
including income, assets, and liabilities.

  7. Contributions to the Marriage
Includes financial contributions, as well as non-financial
contributions like homemaking and child-rearing.

  8. Tax Implications
Alimony payments are no longer tax-deductible for the
payer or taxable for the recipient under federal law (post-
2019 divorces).

  9. Other Relevant Factors
Courts have discretion to consider additional factors based
on the unique circumstances of the case
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How to File for Alimony in New Jersey
 Consult an attorney1.

Seek legal advice from a family law attorney experienced in
New Jersey alimony cases.

   2. Gather Financial Documentation
Collect evidence of income, assets, debts, and expenses
for both spouses.

   3. File for Alimony
Include a request for alimony as part of your divorce
petition or response or raise it as an issue in mediation.

   4. Finalize the Agreement
The alimony terms become legally binding once you have a
signed marital settlement agreement or a judge orders
alimony. 

How We Can Help

At Lawrence Law, we provide personalized legal guidance for
alimony matters. 

Our services include:
Evaluating your eligibility or exposure regarding alimony.
Assisting with financial disclosures and documentation.
Representing you in negotiations and court proceedings.
Helping with modifications or enforcement of alimony orders.

Contact us today to schedule a consultation and ensure your
financial interests are protected.

Contact us at      (908) 645-1000.
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