
Prenuptial Agreement Guide

Understanding Prenuptial Agreements

What is a Prenuptial Agreement?
A legally binding contract between partners before marriage.
Covers financial arrangements, property distribution, and
spousal support.
Can protect pre-marital assets and ensure clarity in financial
matters.

Why Consider a Prenup?
Protect family wealth or inheritance.
Define property ownership and division.
Safeguard one partner from the other’s debts.
Clarify financial rights and responsibilities during the marriage.
Reduce potential conflicts and litigation costs in case of
divorce.

Common Misconceptions
It’s only for the wealthy: Prenups can benefit couples of all
financial backgrounds.
It’s a sign of distrust: Prenups are about planning and
transparency, not mistrust.
They’re not enforceable: When properly drafted, prenups are
upheld by courts.
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A prenuptial agreement (or "prenup") is a legal contract entered
into by a couple before marriage. It outlines how assets, debts,

and other financial matters will be handled in the event of
divorce, separation, or death. This guide is designed to provide

clients with an understanding of prenuptial agreements and how
they can be tailored to meet individual needs.
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Key Components of a Prenuptial Agreement

 Asset and Debt Disclosure1.
Both partners must fully disclose their assets, liabilities,
income, and expenses.
Transparency ensures fairness and enforceability.

  2. Property Division
Specify how pre-marital, marital, and jointly acquired
assets will be divided.
Define separate vs. marital property.

  3. Spousal Support (Alimony)
Outline terms for spousal support, if applicable.
May waive or limit future spousal support obligations.

  4. Debt Allocation
Determine responsibility for pre-existing and marital debts.

  5. Inheritance and Estate Planning
Protect family heirlooms, trusts, or inheritance rights.
Coordinate with wills and estate plans to ensure
consistency.

  6. Business Interests
Safeguard ownership and management of family
businesses or partnerships.

  7. Custom Provisions
Include agreements on financial roles, investments, or other
unique matters.
Exclude provisions related to child custody or support
(these are determined by courts).
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Steps to Creating a Prenuptial Agreement

 Open Communication1.
Discuss the idea of a prenup early in your engagement.
Approach the conversation as a collaborative effort to plan
for the future.

  2. Seek Legal Counsel
Both parties should have independent attorneys to avoid
conflicts of interest.
Choose attorneys experienced in family law and prenuptial
agreements.

  3. Financial Disclosure
Provide comprehensive documentation of all assets,
liabilities, and income.

  4. Drafting the Agreement
Work with your attorneys to draft a clear, fair, and
enforceable agreement.
Tailor the agreement to your specific circumstances and
goals.

  5. Review and Revise
Allow sufficient time for review and revisions before
signing.
Ensure the agreement reflects mutual understanding and
consent.

  6. Formalize the Agreement
Sign the agreement well in advance of the wedding (ideally
30+ days before).
Notarize and retain copies for both parties.
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Contact us at      (908) 645-1000.
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How We Can Help

At Lawrence Law, we specialize in drafting prenuptial agreements
tailored to your unique needs. Our experienced family law
attorneys provide:

Personalized legal advice.
Transparent, step-by-step guidance.
Comprehensive financial and legal analysis.

Contact us today to schedule a consultation and protect your
future with confidence.
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